DATE
The Honorable FIRST LAST, Senator
The Honorable FIRST LAST, Representative

United State Senate 
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510
Washington, DC 20510
The Honorable FIRST LAST, Senator

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators XXX and XXX and Representative XXX
I write you today because I have identified a strong bill in the Senate that would become even stronger with your co-sponsorship—the Livable Communities Act (S 1619).  Sponsored by Senator Christopher J. Dodd, this bill aims to create jobs, boost the economy, cut expenses for American families and defend against climate change.

The bill would create an Office of Sustainable Housing and Communities in the Department of Housing and Urban Development that would:

1) Work across agency and departmental lines to encourage comprehensive regional planning and sustainable development;

2) Administer a $500 million grant program to support comprehensive regional planning that recognizes the interconnectedness of transportation, housing, community and economic development and environmental sustainability; and

3) Establish a three-year, $2.2 billion grant program for communities to build and improve affordable housing, strengthen public transportation, promote transit-oriented development, create pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure, redevelop brownfields, and support economic development.

The passage of this bill would have enormous benefits for industry, the environment and American families. By promoting livable communities, the bill would strengthen small businesses by fostering more vibrant downtown business districts within walking distance of homes and transit stops. The bill would promote public health by making it easier for people to walk or bike around their communities. It would cut household transportation costs—the second highest expense for Americans after housing. It would allow government agencies to plan smarter, minimizing the combined costs of housing and transportation by developing a publicly accessible, interactive housing and transportation affordability index. Finally, the Livable Communities Act would also cut carbon emissions from cars and trucks by promoting communities that don’t force residents to drive everywhere they want to go.
This bill deserves your support and co-sponsorship. It would promote thriving businesses, healthy residents and truly affordable housing stock, and it would help protect the environment. 

Thank you, 
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