Regional Congress 2005

We are making great progress

· Four years into advocating that Changing Direction: Transportation Choices for 2030 guide the region’s investment decisions. (reference 1st Citizen Tsp Plan)

· SAFETEA-LU has finally been adopted by the US Congress – includes programs you said were most important like SR2S:

· Metropolitan and Statewide Plans –Environmental Mitigation:  Metropolitan and statewide transportation plans must include a discussion of types of potential environmental mitigation activities, 

· Consistency of Transportation Plan with Planned Growth and Development Plans:  Revises the previous planning factor related to environment to add “promot[ing] consistency between transportation improvements and State and local planned growth and economic development patterns.”  

· Participation Plan:  MPOs must develop and utilize a “Participation Plan” that provides reasonable opportunities for interested parties to comment on the content of the metropolitan transportation plan and metropolitan TIP.  Further, this “Participation Plan” must be developed “in consultation with all interested parties”.  This consultation requirement is intended to afford parties who participate in the metropolitan planning process a specific opportunity to comment on the plan prior to its approval.

· Annual listing of Obligated Projects:  SAFETEA-LU specifies that the development of the annual listing “shall be a cooperative effort of the State, Transit operator, and MPO” and also shall include two new projects types, “investments in pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation facilities” for which Federal funds have been obligated in the preceding year.

· Section 6002 – Efficient Environmental Reviews for Project Decisionmaking:  Prescribes a new environmental review process for highway, public transportation capital, and multimodal projects.  It is mandatory for EISs and optional for EAs, at the discretion of the Secretary.  It specifies changes from current NEPA procedures, including new obligations for a public comment process for project Purpose and Need and for project Alternatives, and requires the development of a coordination plan and schedule that must be provided to all participating agencies and made available to the public.  

· All of our biggest state legislative objectives have been signed into law –

· Context Sensitive Design

· Safe Routes to School

· Integration of Planning Organizations

Many other forces are moving in the direction we hope to see

· Rep. Hamos, who spoke to us last spring at the CTAQC legislative forum, continues to build consensus around changes in the RTA 

· The RTA itself finally has the kind of strong, progressive and consensus building leadership it has needed for so long.

But we have to remain vigilant

· Vigilant because SAFETEA-LU includes plenty of earmarks for roads to nowhere

· Vigilant because Context Sensitive Design and Safe Routes to School are starting slowly in the state

· Vigilant because having the structure for the new Regional Planning Board won’t make a bit of difference if we don’t continue to press for a culture change, for attention to your concerns, and implementation of the new provisions of SAFETEA-LU such as economic and land use planning consideration in the development of transportation facilities and use of Interstate and bridge funds to mitigate and remediate storm water runoff problems.

· Vigilant because the legislature and the RTA need to know that there is strong public support for increasing transit, making it easier to use and providing stable funding.

· And vigilant because even when we think we have “won” an issue, it can be snatched away from us.  We thought the city of Chicago understood the importance of free-flowing pedestrian traffic until the Traffic Management Authority recently over-ruled hard-won gains.

Our job at CTAQC

. . . is two-fold

· We want to continue to document your issues and put those concerns before the regional planning agencies for resolution.

· We want to bring you information on regional issues that may be “bubbling up below the surface” so to speak

· So we are bringing you a Regional Congress that highlights one of your main issues – pedestrian mobility

· And brings you an important new concern – the quality and quantity of water we have in the region.

The big picture

· Today’s meeting is only one of the ways we keep this two-way dialogue going.

· The timeline (on the podium and on the last page of the handbook) remind you that we have used a variety of settings in your communities and downtown to keep this dialogue going.

· And we gear our schedule to providing your input to the official regional processes at appropriate time.  When your summits were completed in 2002 and Changing Direction: Transportation Choices for 2030 was written, we provided all the documentation to the Chicago Area Transportation Study.

· Your ideas about choice, your emphasis on safety and your desire for Context Sensitive Design came through in the official 2030 Regional Transportation Plan.

· We will be coming around to your communities again in 2006 to do a final assessment of how the recommendations from Changing Direction: Transportation Choices for 2030 are being implemented in your community.  We call these “checking in” meetings “caucuses”  (Jacky-point to timeline on front of podium).  You have a copy of this timeline on the last page of your agenda booklet to help you keep track of all this.

· In the caucuses we will focus on the same issues we are focusing on today, so that more of your neighbors can hear and be heard on these issues:  the issues of pedestrian mobility and water quality.

· After 2006 – believe it or not – we will begin a new cycle.  Rather than just checking in on progress on your earlier recommendations we will . . . 

· Gather fresh community visions from throughout the region

· In anticipation of the 2040 Regional Transportation Plan 

· Synthesize public sentiment from throughout the region into a new consensus report

· Continue to raise your issues within the official planning processes

