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Recommendations

Expand Commuter Rail
Establish new high-quality rail servicefrom the eastern part of the Calumet regionto Chicago. Thecorridor roughly
defined as between the Bishop Ford Freeway and the state lineiswithout such service. Provision of such service
would offer theregion an aternative to congestion on the existing roadway
network.

Expand Pace Service

Expand the hours of operation of existing Pace bus service, provide addi-
tional serviceaong arterial streetswherethereare gapsin the network,
especialy along Cicero, Kedzie, Cottage Grove, Burnham and Joe Orr Rd.
Establish expressroutes along expressway corridorsin the eastern part of
the region to connect with downtown Chicago. Expand the hours of
paratransit serviceto include post-afternoon operation. Provide shuttlevan
servicefrom senior and apartment complexesto mainline busroutes, transit
centersand medical facilities.

Revitalize Downtownswith Transit

Steer new retail and commercia development to sitesnear transit centers,
especialy existingcommunities downtowns. Existing and planned Metra
stations and Pace Transportation Centers should be prime candidatesfor
focused retail recruitment and retention.

ImproveAccessto Transit Servicelnformation

Increasethe number of outletswhereinformation on transit service may be obtained. Community service sections of
local telephonedirectories should prominently list telephone numbers, service mapsand schedulesfor areatransit. Bus
stops, rail stations, village halls, community centersand post offices should providetransit maps and schedul es.

Redevelop Brownfields

Focus coordinated redevel opment efforts on existing abandoned industria sitesor brownfields, including de-contamina
tion and investmentsin existing transportation assetsleading to these sites; sitesin Riverdale, Dixmoor and Harvey are
of particular concern. Brownfieldsare also potential locationsfor additional retail centers, especially in underserved
communities. The Calumet region islaced with highways, railroads and waterways, making industrial retention and
brownfield siteredevel opment advantageousfor variouscommercia enterprisesand the community.

Expand Walking & BikeTrails

Expand theregion’smulti-usetrail network, fillingin gapsin theexisting network, especially along Thorn Creek.
Establish asystem of bikelanesand pathsto connect residential subdivisions, shopping districts, job centersand educa
tiona indtitutions. Congtruct sidewaksaround and connecting medical facilities, schoolsand retail/commercial centers
with their surrounding residential communities. Incorporate bikelanesand sidewalksinto dl roadway rehabilitation
projects.



Community Assets

From post-war bedroom communitiesand industria
towns bordering Chicago on the north to productive
farmland initsfar southern reaches, the Cadumet region,
or South Suburbs of Chicago, areastudy in contrasts.
Spanning parts of two counties, southern Cook and
eastern Will, the Calumet region wasoncetheindustrial
powerhouse of the Chicago metropolitan area. Its
strategic placement at the southerntip of LakeMichigan
led to the constructionin the early 20th Century of
railroads, waterwaysand highwaysthat still criss-cross
theregiontoday. Heavy industry found the Calumet
region well-suited for easy accessto marketsthroughout
the Midwest and on both coasts. Steel and auto pro-
duction cameto dominate theregion’sindustrial sector.

Post-War suburban expansion fueled by easy accessto
theautomobile and fast e ectric commuter trainsbrought
new residentsto old townslike Riverdae, Harvey,
Homewood and Flossmoor. The booming American
economy of the post-War erafueled industrial expansion
asmoreindustriesmigrated south from Chicago for
cheaper land and more space. The steel millsand auto
assembly plantsin Riverdale and Chicago Heights
hummed. Culturefollowed to meet the needsof a
growing population. Thornton College, now South
Suburban, Governors State University and Prairie State
College opened and expanded. Recreational pursuits
were easy to comeby astheregion’screeksand rivers
became corridorsfor the Cook County Forest Preserve
Didrict.

Over thelast decade of the 20™ century, the Calumet
Region has continued to undergo change, with acontin-
uedinflux of blacksand Hispanics seeking the American
dream of asinglefamily homeonalarger lot. Residentid
development continuesto take place on thefringesof the
region, with new housing developmentsbeing builtin
Richton Park, Country Club Hillsand Park Forest. The
Calumet region a so strugglesto cope with economic
declinein older portions of theregion asnew investment
occursinundevel oped agricultural areasto the south and
west andin Indiana.

Who We Are

The Calumet regionisprobably themost racially diverse
of any Chicago suburban area. Year 2000 censusdata
show that the the African-American popul ation continues
to grow, with equal numbersof both blacksand whitesin
many townsthat had been exclusively whitejust two
decades ago.

Participantsin the Citizen Transportation Plan
Connecting Communities summit on April 7, 2001,
reflected thisdiversity with whitesmaking up 64 percent,
African-Americans 32 percent, Native Americans5
percent and bi-racial or other groups, 5 percent. Repre-
sented among uswere members of faith-based organiza-
tions, disabled persons, bicycling advocates, environmen-
talists, transit ridersand motorigts.

We camefrom acrosstheregion, from therural town of
Beecher to theinner-ring suburbs of Riverdaleand Calu-
met City. Women predominated, making up 73 percent of
thosein attendance. Unfortunately, therewasno partici-
pation fromyouth. Of the personsattending, asmaller
number than the general population had children under 14
intheir households.

How We Get Around

Following thetypical suburban pattern, wereachthe
majority of our local destinationsby car, driving alone.
“Drivingadone’ ranked firstin survey resultsof summit
participants, followed closely by “driving, with others.”
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Biking, walking and transit werelessfrequently used
options. On average, we take one opportunity per week
towalk to perform errands, but four peoplewalk almost
every day and 14, some of whom arerural, don’t walk to
doerrandsat al. Two peopletook transit onadaily basis
inthe previous month, however the remainder took an
average of lessthan onetrip by transit in the prior month.
On average, our households averagetwo carsand 2.7
members.

Thetop destinationsthat wewant to reach locally are
Lincoln Mall and the other storesinthe U.S. 30 corridor,
Orland Square Mall to thewest on 159th Street, River
Oaks Shopping Center in Calumet City and Governors
StateUniversity in University Park. Primary employment
destinationsfor usand our neighborsareeither of the Ford
plantsin Ford Heights or Hegewisch or downtown
Chicago.



Our Vision

Wedesirearegion that understandstherelationship
between transportation and pollution and undertakes
effortsto mitigate transportation’s negative effectson air
quality and open spaces. Wewant to maintain and
preservetheregion’sexisting assets, reinvest in aban-
doned industrial sites, or brownfields, and encourage
economic devel opment in depressed communities.

Our visionfor the Calumet regionreflected al of the
goasasoutlinedinthefirst Citizen Trangportation Plan.
Survey resultsreveal ed that we strongly support the
principleof publicinvolvementinloca and regional
planning processesto bring about our visionfor our
communities. We also expressed astrong desireto be
ableto shop at traditional suburban downtownswitha
mix of housing, jobsand services. Weexpressed a
preferencefor walkable, pedestrian-scale communities
with easy accessto shopping, schools, recreation and
medicdl facilities. We envisionacommunity whereall
residents can take advantage of the region’samenitiesby
transit, walking or by bike. Theability of seniors, the
disabled and childrento havefull, meaningful liveswith
transportation independenceisimportant to us.

Challenges and Solutions

Good transit enhances economic development
efforts. Good transit serviceisanincentivefor pro-
spective employers. To stem the social consequences of
unemployment and under-employment, wea so view
transit as necessary to connect thosemost in needin our
communitieswith economic opportunity in other parts of
the Chicago region. Wefedl redevel opment of
brownfieldsfor new job-generatingindustrial and
commercial development would benefit our region.
Provision of attractive, convenient transit serviceto these
redevelopment sitesisapriority. Downtown Chicago,
the Ford Assembly Plantsand suburbsto the northwest
of Chicago arelogical destinationsfor improved transit
servicefromthe Calumet region.

Preferred Transportation Projects

Better pedestrian access

Improve transit

More bike access

Build roads
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Multiple responses were allowed

Jobsand economic development area high
priority. Asthe Caumet region hasaged and many
industrial jobshave migrated el sewhere, theneed for
economic development hasbecome animportant
priority of local elected officialsand resdents. The
need to develop morejob opportunitiesisthe back-
droptodiscussionsinloca media, in city councilsand
township halls and was so at the Connecting Com-
munitiessummit. Wefeel thereisadireneed for
economic devel opment and job creationin the older
industrial communitiesof our region. Severa commu-
nitieshave been hit hard by industrial declineand are
suffering disinvestment and other socia problems.

Relieving congestion would improve our quality of
life. Relieving congestion pointsintheexistingtrans-
portation network would enhance economic devel op-
ment opportunities, improve accessto jobsand
improveour quality of life. Several viaductsand
railroad grade crossings along 159" Street and the
junction of the Bishop Ford Expressway and Kingery
Expressway arethe most congested spotsinthe area.
Viaduct expansion and grade separationswould
aleviaterailroad/highway congestion and better transit
servicewould entice someout of the carsclogging
congested highways. Busservice should beincreased
along Torrence Avenue and Hal sted Street, major
North-South arterialsthat parallel the Bishop Ford.
Thelack of commuter rail serviceinthe eastern part of
theregionisadisincentiveto usetrangit. Parkinglots
and station amenities should beimproved at existing
MetraElectric stations, but are only ashort-term
solution to the congestion faced by the communitiesin
the eastern segment of theregion. Expressbusservice
should be expanded a ong existing expresswaysto
speed travel to the Loop and to the west for coordi-
nated connectionswith existing Metraserviceto
downtown.

Moretransit means more choices. We believe that
greater investment in attractive, convenient trangt
serviceispreferableto construction of additional road
capacity. Wearenot satisfied withtransit servicein
our region. Despite survey resultsthat indicatethe
privateautoisour overwhelmingly chosen modefor
local trips, wearewillingto usequality publictranst if
itisprovided. Theleve of serviceprovidedinthis
regionisinadequatefor our families’ needs.



Paceisthe primary transit service provider inthe
Calumet region asMetramaintainsonly one service
route, the Electric District line between University
Park in the southwest part of the region and Chicago.
Ascurrently configured and provided, there are many
gapsinexisting busservice. Thegeographic cover-
age and duration of service need to be expanded.
The primary Pacetransfer pointsintheregion arethe
Harvey Transportation Center and the Chicago

Heights Transportation Center, |eaving many residen-
tial districtswithout convenient accessto busservice.
Busserviceisinfreguent, often once an hour or less,
and usually does not operate much past weekday
rush periodsand rarely on weekends.

Additional north-south bus service should be estab-
lished on Cicero Ave,, Pulaski Rd. and Cottage
Grove Ave. and east-west service augmented
on159th Street, Lincoln Hwy/211" Street and
instituted on Joe Orr Rd. All the shopping areasand
hospitals have Pace service, but unlessoneliveson
the Paceroutethat directly servestheseregional
destinations, they cannot effectively bereached
except by car. Shuttlevan service should be added
to connect connect apartment complexesand senior
centerswith expanded bus serviceon arteria

streets, nearby transit centersand medical facilities. To
further improvetheattractivenessof transit, improve
lighting along sidewalks, at transit centersand at bus
stops. To enhance safety, implement cooperative
agreements between police departmentsthat may have
jurisdiction over trangit routes passing through more
than onecommunity.

We arein agreement that transportation isone of many
assetsthat can build economic and community strength
inthe Calumet region. Thediversity of our back-
groundsdid not dilute our unity of vision. We want the
Calumet regionto beavibrant, socialy and economi-
cally diverseregionwith more and better transportation
choices. We need to strengthen our communities so
that all residents can meet their needs closeto home.
Andwewant better transit, bike and pedestrian access
to education, jobs, shopping and medical carefor al,
including seniorsand thedisabled. Inorder to achieve
these goal's, wewant our public officialsto act coop-
eratively toinsureour voicesare heard and wewant to
be apart of the decision-making processthat deter-
mineswhat projectsget built in our communities.

The Calumet Connecting Communities summit participants came as individuals and as members of groups.
Some of the groups that helped plan the summit include:

Human Action Community Organization
Lincolnway-South Corridor Against the Tollway
RURAL

Shut ThisAirport Nightmare Down
Ministers Conference of South Cook County

Connecting CommunitiesRegional Partners

Business and Professional People for the Public Interest
Chicago Design Consortium

Chicago Metropolis 2020

Chicago Rehab Network

Chicagoland Bicycle Federation

Citizen Action-Illinois

Council for Disability Rights

Environmental Law and Policy and Policy Center of the Midwest

Friends of the Chicago River

Independent Voters of 1llinois-Independent Precinct Organization
Interreligious Sustainability Project
League of Women Voters of Illinois
Metro Seniorsin Action
Metropolitan Planning Council

Mid America Intitute on Poverty
SierraClub

Sustain

TRANSPORTATION PLAN

CHICAGOLAND TRANSPORTATION
AND AR QUALITY COMMISSION

The Citizen Transportation Plan is a project of the Chicagoland Transportation and Air
Quality Commission, part of the Center for Neighborhood Technology, 2125 W. North Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60647, 773-278-4800, ext. 2030. Visit uson the web at www.cnt.org/2030.



