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The Illinois Master Gardener Program is a project of University of Illinois Extension. RainReady is a program of the Center for Neighborhood Technology.

http://rainready.org/


OVERVIEW 
 Check inflow and outflow regularly and clear away any 

debris 

 Check from time to time to make sure it is draining 
properly 

 Make sure a hard surface or crust hasn’t formed 

 Maintain 2 to 4 inches of mulch 

 Do not use inorganic fertilizers 

 Remove weeds, don’t use pesticides to control them 



BASIC MAINTENANCE  
 Water after planting and during dry spells whenever the top 4 

inches is dry—especially during the first two years after 
establishing your rain garden 

 Maintain a 2 to 4 inch layer of organic mulch (ideally shredded 
hardwood) 

 Keep weeded, especially in the first two years 

 Remove dead plants and dead or unsightly growth; replace with 
healthy plants unless the dead plant had a fungus or other disease 

 Don’t remove plants when dormant (early Spring) 



SEASONAL MAINTENANCE  
 Early Fall (September-October) 

 Check for erosion and excessive flooding during storms 

 Weed, and water during periods of drought or if soil is dry 
below 4 inches 

 Replant if necessary 

 Check pH and adjust if necessary (keep pH between 8 and 5) 



SEASONAL MAINTENANCE  
 Early Winter (November-December)  

 Replace mulch as needed 

 If excess fine sediment has accumulated, remove gently with a 
shovel without disturbing plants 

 Late Winter (January - February) 

 Remove trash and debris 

 Don’t pile snow onto rain garden - but don’t remove snow that 
has fallen there; 

 Don’t use chemical ice melts near the inflow of the rain garden 



SEASONAL MAINTENANCE  
 Spring (March-April-May)  

 Remove dead plant parts; replace mulch if needed; thin or 
trim overcrowded plants 

 Check for erosion and excessive flooding during storms 

 Weed, water if dry, and replant if needed  

 Clear any gutters connected to the rain garden 

 Summer (June-July-August) 

 Check for erosion and excessive flooding during storms 

 Weed weekly, water during periods of drought or if soil is dry 
below 4 inches 



CORRECTING PROBLEMS 
 If water stands for more than 24 hours, the rain garden is not 

draining properly. This can be corrected by a contractor. 

 If you see gullying or other signs of erosion during and after rain, 
adding more stones to the inflow area, or more mulch, can slow 
down the inflow of water. 



IDENTIFY AND CORRECT 
EROSION 

Photo Credit: State of New Hampshire’s Soak Up the Rain NH Program 
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Note the channeling at the upper left side of this rain garden; water flow can be slowed by adding decorative rocks at the inflow.Images from the State of New Hampshire’s Soak Up the Rain NH Program, http://soaknh.org/projects/photo-gallery/



WATER SHOULD COMPLETELY 
DRAIN IN 24 HOURS 
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WHAT’S A WEED 
 In Illinois, remove 

 White clover 

 Purslane 

 Canadian thistle 

 Dandelion 

 Pigweed 

 Lambsquarters 

 Chickweed 

 Wild carrot/Queen 
Anne’s Lace 

 Wild violet 

 Annual bluegrass 

 Crabgrass 

 Nutsedge 

 Ground ivy/Creeping 
Charlie 
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Many of these plants are considered beneficial in other settings—white clover fixes nitrogen in soil; dandelion, lambsquarters,and chickweed are edible and even used as herbal remedies; bluegrass is a sought-after lawn grass; and wild violets and Queen Anne’s Lace are ornamental. But they can interfere with the functioning of your rain garden, often because of their stubborn root systems.



WHITE CLOVER 
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Purslane 

PURSLANE 
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CANADIAN THISTLE 

Photo Credit: Purple flowers at White Butte, North Dakota/Free Photos 
lostinfog/Flickr, Creative Commons License 
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Dandelion 

DANDELION 

Photo Credit: athometeachingv/Pixabay 
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https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i2.wp.com/my.chicagobotanic.org/wp-content/uploads/20140511_100857-e1401939376702.jpg&imgrefurl=http://my.chicagobotanic.org/tag/edible-weeds/&docid=5eF9KFGgiJJA-M&tbnid=DReomJsy4TbeiM:&vet=10ahUKEwi829bOlY_WAhVp6oMKHa-BAI8QMwhTKB0wHQ..i&w=850&h=1132&bih=664&biw=1366&q=Chicago%20botanic%20garden%20weed%20photos&ved=0ahUKEwi829bOlY_WAhVp6oMKHa-BAI8QMwhTKB0wHQ&iact=mrc&uact=8


PIGWEED 
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LAMBSQUARTERS 

Photo Credit: Smith, R.W., Wildflower Center Digital Library 
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CHICKWEED 
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WILD CARROT / 
QUEEN ANNE’S LACE 

Photo Credit: Dwight Sipler/Flickr, Creative Commons License 
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http://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/weeds/plants/wild_carrot.htm


WILD VIOLET 

Photo Credit: Creative Commons Zero/Max Pixel 
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Annual Bluegrass 

ANNUAL BLUEGRASS 

Photo Credit: NY State IPM Program at Cornell University 
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CRABGRASS 

Photo Credit: Oregon State University/Flickr, Creative Commons License 
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Nutsedge 

 

NUTSEDGE 

Photo Credit: NY State IPM Program at Cornell University 
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GROUND IVY /  
CREEPING CHARLIE 

Photo Credit: Frank Mayfield/Flickr, Creative Commons License 
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RESOURCES 
 https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/education/Pages/Plant

ListRainGarden.aspx 

 https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUME
NTS/nrcs142p2_011366.pdf 

 http://www.irwp.org/conservation-and-
restoration/green-infrastructure-and-lid/rain-
gardens-3/rain-garden-how-to-2/ 

 http://web.extension.illinois.edu/hkmw/downloads
/68238.pdf 

https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/education/Pages/PlantListRainGarden.aspx
https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/education/Pages/PlantListRainGarden.aspx
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/nrcs142p2_011366.pdf
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http://www.irwp.org/conservation-and-restoration/green-infrastructure-and-lid/rain-gardens-3/rain-garden-how-to-2/
http://www.irwp.org/conservation-and-restoration/green-infrastructure-and-lid/rain-gardens-3/rain-garden-how-to-2/
http://web.extension.illinois.edu/hkmw/downloads/68238.pdf
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